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I never like to be in a crowd. It is terrifying how people coming 
together lose their identity to become mere items in a mob. Shakespeare 
knew this, for in Julius Caesar (Act II Scene II) Mark Anthony talks to 
the Roman people and raises such a mop that revenge the death of 
Caesar. The formation of mob is a percolation. 


Percolation is a study of connection of components which appear 
in two states. Without losses of generality let us call these latter yes 
and no. Neighbour components having the same state form a cluster, 
which is sometimes called animal. As components change their state, 
the animals they form change their shape and size. These animals or 
clusters fall apart into smaller clusters, or merge with one another to 
form a larger one. They have a life and lifetime of their own. 


Thinking individuals coming together form a group of people, a 
gathering. But a mob is a group of people in the same polarised state. 
However euphonious a word one may use, a mob is an animal. In- 
dividuality demands that no two persons are the same, and therefore 
differences are respected. But the criterion of mobilisation reduces in- 
dividuality into binary states, one is either for or against that physi- 
cal formation justly called a mob. Whether we like it or not, call it a 
witchcraft if you like, or describe it as black, but the fact remains the 
skill of mass mobilising is an art. Shakespeare obviously knows every- 
thing about it when he made his Marcus Antonius say, ‘I come to bury 
Caesar, not to praise him. The evil that men do lives after them, The 
good is oft interred with their bones; So let it be with Caesar,’ for in- 
deed he was only there for the sole purpose of burying his dead friend 
Caesar. It was no fault of his that precisely by the end of his talk the 
Roman people mobilised to revenge Caesar’s ghost. And those people 
led by Brutus, who together murdered Caesar, and who were all this 
time sitting by, did not notice anything wrong until it was already too 
late. 


Cluster formation could be engineered. But the result would be 
in an excited, unstable state. Moreover, such clusters are rarely large 
enough to span the whole space, especially when the network has high 
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connectivity and is distributed. It is very difficult to engineer a mob, 
for instance, over a large area. There is a difference between a mob 
and the silent majority in democracy, in that the latter is a largest, 
space-spanning cluster called percolating cluster. Whereas it is possible to 
temporarily induce the former locally, the latter is invariably based on 
a pacific, that is peaceful process that goes on within a society which 
maintains a proper distance among the thinking individuals. 


In percolation one needs to distinguish between the gradual pro- 
cess in the background and the abrupt phenomena that one notices on 
the outside. In this case the potential is everything, and the power 
nothing but a consequence of it. Thus the power of a good king is 
never in himself but in the people, and is rooted in the dedication and 
prudence they have seen in him in his position. Similarly the power of 
the media is also not in itself but in the people. Both blames for a thing 
which triggers a crisis, and credits for an immediate factor that heralds 
prosperity, tend to be an exaggeration. Take for instance a currency 
crisis. If the infrastructure, for instance basic education, decentralisa- 
tion, political stability and privatisation are not strong, then one may 
not blame a crisis triggering factor, say a particular hedge fund. This 
is because at that point there must be several candidate factors at least, 
which could do exactly the same job of finishing off the economy. Per- 
colation can pull you down, percolation can also push you up. If all the 
basic and fundamental things are in place and intact, then one may fear 
neither malicious factors nor external influences. Progresses, when they 
come, will sometimes be seemingly abrupt. But they will all rest on the 
same secure and less obvious ground where all the basics lie. Karma is 
nothing but percolation. And the percolation, resting on potentials, is 
ever silent. 


One may represent a country as a network. Then the network’s 
structure is more important than its transient indicators. 


I risk being thought of as blaming the victim in place of the culprit 
when I say that the Thai economy came down in 1997 not because of the 
attack on the Thai baht by George Soros, a Hungarian-American and 
owner of a powerful hedge fund in the US, but it came down because 
Thailand was structurally weak and had too many unnoticed or hidden 
problems. 


Thus the Thai economy came down when Soros’s hedge fund at- 
tacked us, but it came down because of our own structural weaknesses. 


The same thing would have to happen anyway, around the same 
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time as it did. According to the percolation theory, when a network 
is ripe, ready to undergo a change in phase, there are always several 
possible triggering events any one of which may do the job equally 
well. 


In other words if it were not for the hedge fund, it would have 
been something else, but, and this is important, the timing will not be far 


off. 
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